Neuropathological phenotype and 'prion protein' genotype correlation in sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease.
A systematic study of 'prion protein' genotype in cases of sporadic Creutzfeldt-Jakob disease showing amyloid plaques staining with anti-prion protein antibody has been performed. This revealed a relative excess of cases with valine at position 129 of the gene's open reading frame. The observation emphasises the importance of this site of common polymorphism in influencing the neuropathological phenotype in human spongiform encephalopathy.